
On the 10th February Paul Eades talked to the PNTA about the Pembrokeshire 

Bee Keeping Centre. It was started in 2012 to help and support existing 

beekeepers and those considering taking up the hobby.  The site, at Scolton 

Manor, was provided by PCC. Financial support from Environment Wales and 

Prince Charles' countryside fund enabled the association to purchase equipment 

such as the honey kitchen in 2013-14 and to establish the information centre 

where live cams can be viewed by visitors.  Honey can be purchased in the 

Scolton shop and sells well after honey processing demos.  It’s hoped that they 

will soon be able to produce beeswax candles to supplement funds 

They have 10 working hives in public view and more at another site. 

The workers bees are all female with each hive having 100-200 drones and one 

queen. 

Paul told us that a queen bee typically lays 2000 eggs per day and may last up to 

5 seasons. However most queens are renewed after 2-3 years. 

Over winter one hive would have approx. 2000 worker bees.  

Hives fail if there is a cold late spring, wet summer or extensive monoculture 

when swarms starve after the crop has finished e.g. oil seed rape. 

Bees are major pollinators. Approx.70% of our main food crops needs to be 

pollinated by insects as opposed to wind etc.   

These days, many people are keeping bees for the sake of the environment, 

rather than for honey production. 

Most bee colonies have varroa mite. It cannot be eradicated completely. It was 

first discovered in Java In early 1900s and got to Pembrokeshire in 1996. 

Emerging risks are the Asian Hornet (a fierce predator), the Small Hive beetle 

and also wing deformity virus. 

Neonicotinoids have been banned (thought to affect bees' navigating abilities), 

but older insecticides have problems too. 

Bees travel up to 3 miles if hungry. 

A sell by date for honey is unnecessary because it can be kept indefinitely. (It 

has been found in pyramids).  
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