
 

A very wet day did not dampen the spirits or prevent a very interesting day out at Dan yr 

Ogof caves and the Aberdulais tin works and waterfall in May. The Executive minibus was 

comfortable transport for the day and members were able to wander at their own pace around 

the three caves, and wonder at the extensive formations in the limestone made from calcite 

dissolved by the water. From the bacon and the curtains to the majesty of the cathedral cave 

and the internal waterfalls, there was plenty to learn about from the audio visual commentary 

as you walked past. We found the cameos on Neanderthal man, Iron age man and in the bone 

cave, all very informative and worth listening to. After the visit lunch was efficiently served 

and very welcome before we headed off to the National Trust Aberdulais tin works. Here a 

former Manager, who left in the 1990s, provided a stimulating afternoon as he brought the 

remaining buildings of the iron and tin works to life and explained the back breaking and 

hard work in the furnaces, Acquired by the National Trust in 1981 for its importance as an 

early water powered tin works, the Trust have piece by piece reconstructed the derelict 

buildings to tell the story of the tin works. The spectacular waterfall has been used for 

centuries to power mills and the interesting sculpture traces the history of the site from a 

hanging valley in the ice age, a woollen tucking mill, a copper mill (1584), iron works and 

then tin works. Turner and a number of famous painters used the site and painted the old mill. 

Today the Trust uses the waterfall to generate electricity and the existing turbine house was 

constructed in 1990, which was innovative at the time and is now being refurbished. The 

flight turbine can produce up to 200kw per hour. An interesting old film showing the tin 

coating process explained the laborious work carried out on the site.  Finally the Trust’s new 

visitor centre at the entrance provides a small shop and we all enjoyed tea and welsh cakes in 

an adjacent meeting room before departing for home. 



 



 

 
 


