
Haverfordwest Trading brought to life

Members of the Pembrokeshire National Trust Association glimpsed into the medieval and 
Tudor busy trading past of Haverfordwest on Tuesday night. Mr Gerallt Nash, the former 
curator at Fagan's Museum Cardiff spoke to the group at the last talk in the winter series at 
the Picton Centre, Haverfordwest. He detailed the interesting discovery and reconstruction 
of a Tudor Trader's House in Quay street and subsequently the first building from 
Pembrokeshire to be relocated to this fascinating display of Welsh heritage at St Fagan's.

The story began when the owners of the former Harford cafe Peter and Sheila Norgrove 
contacted the local historical society about a run down store at the rear of the cafe. The 
speaker, Mr Nash demonstrated the painstaking discovery and recording of this fascinating 
building and how it's original history was revealed. St Fagan's detailed investigations 
revealed the building had medieval origins, with evidence showing a medieval doorway, 
drainage channels, and 15th century vaulted ceilings and arched windows. The building 
was built against the natural rock and as the medieval walls continued beyond the building 
it is believed there were originally two buildings joined together.

Following careful research into the history of Haverfordwest, the historians linked the 
building's use to the time the town was one of the most important trading centres in Wales 
trading to the West Country, France, Newfoundland and other areas of Europe. Historians 
believe the building held valuable goods in a locked vault or cellar with separate living 
quarters above. Goods such as wheat, cheese, barley, wool, butter, gloves, leather, 
woollen cloth, hops, wine, oil and tar and fresh and dried fruit were recorded as being 
traded. It is believed that small traders rented these cellars and accommodation on the 
back of Quay street and negotiated a few sacks and barrels to store and trade from the 
premises. The locked cellars provided secure storage from thieves and marauders coming 
up the river.

Mr Nash illustrated  the painstaking work to measure and record the building and then to 
re-erect it, constructing a timber framework on which to rebuild the vaulted ceiling of the 
cellar.The roof was restored to emulate the original cruck and truss beams similar to those 
in the Tenby Tudor Merchants House and was finished with traditional Pembrokeshire 
slate. In 2011 a topping out ceremony of yew and oak made a fitting culmination to many 
years of restoration work and the building now takes its well earned place amongst the 
sixty historical and interesting Welsh buildings on display in Pembrokeshire.
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