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The Trail of the Tudors - from Rhos to Bosworth -  given by Linda Asman 

The Tudor family originated in the Rhos area of North Wales. The Welsh designated their 
family connections by ‘ap’ meaning ‘son of’ rather than by a surname .Thus the surname 
Tudor, derived Welsh name Tudur, did not become used until the 14th century. The family 
first rose to prominence in the 13th century when Enyfed Fychan became Seneschal to 
Llewellyn the Great, the first Welsh monarch to be called Prince of All Wales. Enyfed was 
an excellent administrator and negotiator and was well financially rewarded. His 
descendents continued to play major parts in Welsh affairs. 

In the early 15th century Owain ap Meredith ap Tudur came to the English Court. He fought 
with Henry V at Agincourt. When a few years afterwards Henry died, Owain by then Tudor, 
illegally married Katherine, Henry’s wife They had two children Edmund and Jasper. In 
time Henry 6th officially recognised them and made Edmund Earl of Richmond and Jasper 
Earl of Pembroke. Edmund then married Margaret Beaufort who had a claim to the English 
throne as a descendent of John of Gaunt, son of Edward 3rd. In 1457 Henry Tudor was born 
in Pembroke Castle. His life up to the age of 14 was spent in Pembroke and Raglan Castles.  

In 1471 the Yorkists beat the Lancastrians at the Battle of Tewksbury. Henry Prince of 
Wales, the son of Henry 6th was killed and, shortly after, his father was murdered.  Henry 
Tudor was suddenly a potential Lancastrian heir to the throne. Jasper Tudor quickly 
recognised this and took Henry to exile in Brittany where they lived precarious lives for a 
further 14 years.   

In 1485, with Richard 3rd on the throne, Henry was persuaded to invade England.  He 
landed at Dale and marched to Bosworth where Richard was defeated and killed. Henry 
was crowned on the battlefield and the Tudor dynasty came into being.


