
Trip 150617 

Royal Mint, LLantrisant and Dyffryn House and Gardens 

We had a fine day for the Trip, sunny, breezy and there were no traffic problems. Our first 
stop was Llantrisant, now home for the Royal Mint. After a security check, which seemed 
most  interested in the contents of ladies handbags, we were led on a tour of the stages of 
manufacturing coinage. We watched the processes, with our guide explaining the detail of 
what was happening. There was a special emphasis on the new £1 and £2 coins and some 
of the anti-forging techniques used.  Our tour finished with the opportunity to look around 
the Royal Mint’s museum which took us through the history of British/English coinage from 
Saxon times up to today. There was some wistfulness in seeing more money than we had 
ever seen before, but not being able to touch any of it. 

We moved on to Dyffryn, where there was a buffet lunch waiting for us, and then split into 
3 groups for guided tours  of the gardens.  There had been a large house at Dyffryn for 
many centuries but in 1891 it was bought by John Cory whose family had accumulated 
much wealth from the South Wales Coalfield. John Cory employed Edward Mawsom to 
design a new garden. The House and Garden grew in grandeur through the Edwardian era 
but then went into gradual decline after the Ist WW. The Cory family died out in1937 and 
the estate had a number of owners. In 2012 the NT took over stewardship from the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council. 

The gardens were still in the Mawsom design but the Council did not have the resources to 
properly maintain them. Since 2012 the NT has made giant strides in returning them to 
their past glories. Interestingly this has been achieved by using many volunteer gardeners. 
As we went around and chatted we were impressed with their commitment. The garden 
was made up of many ‘rooms’, all different but all looking very good.  

Restoration of the House has not moved so quickly. The work requires specialist skills 
which cost money. Volunteers are not a viable solution. Work is progressing, especially the 
Entrance Hall with its spectacular stained glass window. However there is a long way to 
go. 


