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June 20th – Colby/Craig y Borion Farms - Steve Whitehead 

As Steve reported in the last Newsletter, Craig y Borion Farm has now been taken in-hand by 
the Trust which is using the opportunity to make a number of changes as to how the farm is 
managed, and in creating a number of new footpaths to improve public access across the 
Colby Estate. 

On another warm evening Steve took us on a walk across both Craig y Borion and Little 
Craig y Borion farms. He explained that Craig y Borion, like most other farms in recent 
decades, has been intensively farmed with the loss of much of its biodiversity. He showed us 
where it is planned to establish new  woodlands on areas of marginal land and to improve the 
hedgerows, both of which will be of value to birds, bats and other fauna, . In time he would 
like the wildlife corridors of hedges and woods across the farm to connect to woodlands on 
neighbouring properties. 

 Meadows will also be managed to bring back traditional meadow plants.  Steve explained 
how the meadow enrichment is being carried out. The process cultivates strips along field 
edges and then spreads ‘green mulch’, hay brought from farms which still have traditional 
meadows, that carries the seeds he wants to see grow. Next year the new strip of ‘home 
grown’ meadow is mown and spread on a further prepared field strip. The process will be 
repeated yearly until the team is satisfied they have achieved their objective. 

Steve then took us to Little Craig y Borion Farm House which has been renovated and is now 
used as accommodation for volunteers who have working holidays on the estate. It has been 
done very well both inside and in the adjacent ‘veg’ garden. The two ‘volunteers in residence’ 
dished out glasses of homemade elderberry cordial, much approved of on a hot  summer 
evening. 


