
PNTA  Lunch on Friday 6th October at
Lamphey Court Hotel
The Lunch was well attended with 45 members present and the hotel looked after us very well. Our 
guest for the day was Richard Turner, a retired Senior Inspector for Ancient Monuments at Cadw, 
who has researched and written a book about Lamphey Palace. Before lunch he took us on a 
guided tour of the Palace explaining the buildings, when they were built and their use, and about 
which Bishops of St Davids had most influenced the Palace’ s development.
After lunch he gave us a talk ‘WORK, REST AND PRA Y - The Three Residences of the Medieval 
Bishops of St Davids’
The Bishops of St Davids had three palaces in Pembrokeshire; St Davids, Llawhaden and 
Lamphey. They were built, in stages between the 12th and 15th
centuries with each serving different aspects of the Bishops roles. Bishops were generally 
appointed from wealthy families. They often had other remunerated state positions, as well as their 
bishoprics, and expected their residential apartments to be of a high standard.
St Davids Palace, adjacent to the Cathedral, was the focus of the Bishops religious responsibilities 
(PRA Y) having been a shrine to St David for 500 years before the Norman cathedral was built. 
The remains of the Palace we see now were built in the 14th century by Bishop
Gower. As a result of bad building practice a large section of roof collapsed and was never 
replaced.
Llawhaden Castle, in addition to its defensive role, was the centre for the Bishop’ s administrative 
responsibilities (WORK). He was also a Marcher Lord responsible for administration of secular law. 
Both religious and secular courts were managed from Llawhaden, which also housed a records 
store and prison. Lamphey was the Bishop’ s palace for relaxation (PLA Y). In addition to its living 
apartments, it had gardens and a large estate from which the tenants had to provide their tithes. 
Lamphey was significantly the most valuable property for the Bishop. There was also a park for 
hunting.
All this came to an end with King Henry VIII’ s dissolution. The Palaces were sold off. Lamphey 
was bought by the Deveraux family, the Earls of Essex. Robert Devereaux, the favourite of Good 
Queen Bess who ultimately lost his head, grew up there.
There was also an interesting twist in the tail for Llawhaden. In the 1880s it was bought by a group 
named the Pembrokeshire Ancient Monuments Society whose aim was to stop the degradation of 
Pembrokeshire’ s ancient buildings, In a way, it was a forerunner to the National Trust.
Many thanks to Annie and Sheila for an enjoyable event.
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