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Thursday December 7th – ‘Wildlife in Madagascar’ – Julian Cremona  

 Julian gave a brief introduction to Madagascar which is the 3rd largest island in the World, 
about 1000 miles long, off the eastern coast of Africa.  It was a French colony until 1960. 
Its sources of income are minerals, jewels and vanilla, which is derived from one of the 
orchids which grows there. It is one of the poorest countries in the world with its wealth, 
as with many sub-Saharan countries, largely benefiting a small group of politicians. It 
separated from Africa about 60,000 years ago. Its isolation has allowed some species to 
evolve like lemurs, descended from African apes, which are unique to the island. 

Julian went there to look at its ecology. He made the point that in Costa Rica, about which 
he talked to us last winter, the wildlife came to him. In Madagascar you initially see only 
green rainforest and finding its wildlife is hard work even with local guides. Adding to the 
difficulty is the wildlife’s tendency to live at the tops of very high trees. His pictures had 
to be taken with telescopic lens and flashlight. In the time it took to set this up, his target 
had often moved away and he had a cricked neck. One other story may further decide you 
that this is not your type of holiday. On his first expedition into a rain forest Julian was 
puzzled why his guide kept flicking his (Julian’s) face. It was explained that he was 
removing leeches. Julian then looked down at his trousers which had turned red and 
discovered his legs were covered in leeches. He took much more care about what he wore 
for the rest of the trip. 

Given all these difficulties, Julian took around 5000 photos of which we saw 200 during his 
talk. These included lemurs which are not only unique to the island but in many cases 
have evolved differently in the in the different areas of rainforest. Chameleons are also 
common and Madagascar is home to 60% of the world’s species.  Other common creatures 
are geckos, frogs (including some only an inch long) and many birds with vivid colours. 


