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Thursday April 5th - Following the AGM, a Talk from Sarah Jones, a Dinefwr Ranger on 
the Dinefwr Property 

Sarah gave us a brief history of the estate. Dinefwr Castle was the traditional home of the 
Lord Rhys and his family who for many centuries were the rulers of West Wales. As with 
many estates, the fortunes of war caused it to change ownership several times in the 
Middle Ages but in the 17th century it came back into ownership of the Rhys (now Rice) 
family who built Newton House as a residence in 1660. It was restored in the 1850s in the 
fashionable mock Gothic you can see now. In the 20th century the family had financial 
difficulties and had to sell the estate. The NT bought the Deer Park in 1986 and the House 
in 1988. 

Sarah, a real enthusiast for her job now talked of the Park, the area she really enjoys. The 
Park has a herd of Fallow deer, currently 124. They are self-sufficient, other than needing 
some extra feed in winter. They also need some culling from September to March to 
control numbers, the venison being sold locally. The deer have a maximum age of 12 
years. 

Sarah’s real pride however is the White Park cattle. Dynefwr is their ancestral home and 
they have lived there for 1000 years. They live outside during the summer and visitors can 
take Tractor/Trailer trips to view them. In the winter they live in a Cattleshed which is 
designed to be visitor friendly. The cattle are naturally wild and can be challenging to 
handle. However there is a hierarchy of which ‘Mari’ is the boss and she takes the herd 
where she wants to go. At present there are 22 breeding cows which will produce 22 
calves this year.  

There has to be a bull in the process and there is a new one on trial this year. It goes 
through a rigorous check to ensure its progeny will have the historic look of the breed. 
This is a white body with black ears, nose and hooves. Despite the checks, there is a rogue 
gene which every so often results in pure black cattle being born. 

Dynefwr is a TB blackspot and in 2012 nearly half the herd had to be culled. Badgers are 
still very active in the area. Ideally the NT would like to vaccinate badgers but conforms 
with the Welsh Assembly rules on TB management. 


