Thursday 11th July found us in our usual meeting spot at Penblewin car park. As
there had already been a pickup in Crymych, our very luxurious bus left
precisely on time. After an uneventful journey we were dropped off right
outside the Millennium Centre in Cardiff Bay.
Joe and Robin, who were our guides for the tour, met us in the
foyer. Firstly they took us back outside to see the structure
and told us that the design was meant to replicate a ship and
reflect the industrial heritage of the area. The central part
is steel covered with copper and the two sides made from
Welsh slate.

Inside the ship theme continued with riveted panelling and the huge glass
windows representing the sea
Both inscriptions were written by Gwyneth Lewis, a popular Welsh poet.
English wording “Within these stones horizons sing”. I always thought that the
English version was a translation of the Welsh but in fact it is another quotation
from the same person. Welsh version “Truth is as clear as glass forged in the
flames of inspiration.”
Each letter stands over 2m tall and is a window for those inside the WMC
overlooking Cardiff Bay.
Our guides then took us into the
auditorium and where we were able to
see the whole stage being arranged for
a banquet for nearly 400 people.

Downstairs then into one of the 4 rehearsal rooms, which are sound and
vibration proof. The area of these rooms is the same as the stage, with areas
like the orchestra pit marked off in tape.
Dressing rooms were next on the list. These were for the general cast. We
were told that the main characters’ dressing rooms had 7’ high doorways to
accommodate elaborate headdresses for productions like the Lion King and
Priscilla Queen of the Desert.
We went under the stage to see the workings of the orchestra pit section and
then high up onto the gantry. Joe and Robin were extremely knowledgeable and
friendly answering all our questions with good humour.
Finally back to sea level and had 2 hours to have a stroll round
the bay and get some lunch.
Back on the bus at 2.30 for a short drive to Cardiff Castle.
Here our guide was Erfyl, who was also extremely
knowledgeable. Many of the rooms visited had 22 carat gold
leaf on the ceilings and on the intricate carvings. However, an
interesting fact was that the Marquis of Bute, who originally
built the Castle, only spent 6 weeks of the year there. Many
of the rooms had religious themes.

We went up one of the towers to visit the roof garden,
which was very peaceful high above the noise of the traffic.
It used to have water in it but leakages into the room below
meant that it had to be drained and remains so.

This effigy of the devil was on the ceiling outside the gentlemen’s
smoking room to scare the ladies so that they wouldn’t go in. I
wonder how successful it was as it had to be pointed out to us.
Although I think we were obviously made of sterner stuff and
weren’t put off at all.

The family built their fortune on coal and essentially created the city of
Cardiff. They also married very well.
The castle has it’s origins in medieval times but also has Norman and Victorian
influences.
Following the Nationalisation of the coal industry the Marquis of Bute went to
live in another of his many houses and gave the Castle to the people of Cardiff
in 1947.
There was a display of military memorabilia, which was very interesting and a
simulation of war time air raid protection, which was extremely realistic and
noisy and really quite scary.
Back on the bus at 5.30pm for our journey home, returning us to our cars at
about 7.30pm Thanks to Tim for again organising such an enjoyable and
interesting day.

	
  

