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Colby has re-opened in restricted format.
The walled garden has remained closed, as
well as the shop. The cafe, run by a private
catering firm is functioning well, with
appropriate social distancing. There are
just one or two members of staff on per
day at Colby. Some large trees had fallen
across the main path, in the recent gales.
Tenby Tudor Merchants House remains
closed for now, due to its confined spaces.
The Marloes car park is looking very
smart, with fresh tarmac and grassed over
parking spaces. The hut has yet to return.
A local farmer has been providing
competition, by opening an adjacent field,
and undercutting the NT parking fee!

FROM YOUR CHAIRMAN
Greetings
I hope you are all keeping well and have
not been too badly affected by the Covid19
restrictions.
It’s strange to think back to our last talk in
early March, when there was just the hint
that our AGM might have to be postponed.
Six months on, and akin to other NT
supporter associations, our AGM is
postponed indefinitely, until it is safe to
convene.
I’m sorry that our events across the
summer were all cancelled. Crundale Hall
has yet to re-open, and with the restrictions
on the number of people meeting indoors,
given our Associations age profile, there
are no plans yet to resume our talks. We
are however plotting some smaller group
outdoor activities.
There are no past events to report on, so
this newsletter is rather different. Those
National Trust staff who have returned to
work are busy coping with the higher than
normal summer visitor numbers, with
reduced support staff. There is also the
sensitive NT “Reset” programme which
involves deciding what services can still be
provided given the big dent in the finances
from the Covid restrictions. Therefore staff
do not have time to give us reports.

The PNTA, in the spring had already
decided to donate to Pembrokeshire NT
projects. The intention was that the money
would be spent as follows.
£500 to Colby for backpacks for visitors
£500 to the Tudor Merchant’s House for a
bay tree and a bench for the Tudor Garden
£1000 for a carved 125th memorial bench
for Stackpole, and £500 for a bench at
Stackpole Quay.
£500 will be kept in reserve in case
Southwood needs help with the new
footpath between Roch and Newgale.
We may need to wait a while to see
whether those projects can go ahead.

For example at Stackpole, Head Ranger
Haydn Garlick has been working
throughout, but he has one Ranger helping
with ground maintenance, whilst the other
Rangers are still on furlough.

You may recall that in the spring
newsletter we highlighted a date in
November for a lunch to celebrate 125
years of the National Trust. With
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uncertainty over the number of people
allowed to gather in an indoor space, and a
predicted wariness of members for social
mingling, the event has been bumped to
2021.

format. Times change as do members and
it would be useful to the committee in this
time of relative inactivity to ask you, the
members, what you would like the PNTA
to do for you in the future – what you
value, what you think could be improved
and any new ideas you have as to the way
forward. I think our skins are tough enough
to take constructive criticism, so don’t be
reticent. It would help us in planning the
future.
Please send your thoughts to me or
Andrew.

With our events being cancelled, we have
not had the chance to raise funds towards a
further donation to Pembrokeshire
National Trust. Perhaps you would be
interested in Annie’s proposals later in the
newsletter, for plantings at Stackpole. She
also invites comments on the future shape
and activities for the PNTA.

TREE PLANTING
The other thing I wanted to talk to you
about is the fact that the National Trust 125
year celebrations have been very muted
this year. World wide, we are all being
asked to plant more trees to capture more
carbon dioxide and I had the idea that we
as an association could play a part in this.

Jim and Margret Price were expecting to
step down from PNTA committee, in the
spring of 2020. They have kindly agreed to
stay on until we can have the AGM.
My thanks to Marilyn James who has put
together this newsletter, and to Pat Morgan
for lining up the autumn walks. Thanks
also, to the other members of committee
and to you for your ongoing support. If you
would like to be more involved with the
running of the Association, please let me
know.

As some of you know, there is an ongoing
project in Lodge Park at Stackpole to
replant an area with trees that probably
grew there in the heyday of Stackpole
Court. With the NT association being very
strapped for cash at the moment it’s
unlikely that there will be any development
for a while. For this reason I’m asking if
you would like to sponsor a tree (or part of
a tree) or some Tenby daffodil bulbs.

I look forward to the time when we can
gather together again.
Best wishes
Andrew

Perhaps one day in the Autumn we could
meet up there and witness the planting for
posterity. That way the local association
would be able to leave its mark in a
tangible way that could give pleasure for
generations to come. If you are interested
in helping in this way with a donation and
want to know more please contact me at
annielweaver@gmail.com

THOUGHTS FROM ANNIE
As you are aware, it’s been a different
summer to what we have been used to in
the past. No one knows what the future
holds and what shape it may take.
Sometimes occasions such as these give us
the opportunity to look at things a bit more
critically and decide whether the present
course is the correct one or whether a
slight change in direction may be the way
to go.
The PNTA has been going for 20+ years
and basically has maintained the same

It would be so good if we could play an
active part. The list I have been given
covers a wide price range but whatever we
give will be very gratefully received.
Thank you.
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turn up on the day without booking will
not be able to join the walk
Booking contact for the following 2 walks
is :- themorganhouse@btinternet.com
or phone/ text 07866242924.
*A pub supper will unfortunately not be
able to be arranged but bringing a picnic
may be a good alternative.
*Thursday October 1st 10am to 12 noon,
Richard Ellis, former Head Warden for
Pembrokeshire National Trust and keen
wildlife enthusiast will lead a circular walk
in the Marloes area. The walk will include
The Mere and Deer Park with
opportunities to hopefully spot a range of
wildlife including birds and seals. Please
meet at Marloes Sands National Trust car
park at 10 am.
Booking for this walk opens on Tuesday
September 22nd.

Annie with Rangers Chris Oliver and Tom
Watkins following the planting of a
walnut tree in 2016 (funded by PNTA) in
the Lodge Park garden at Stackpole. The
tree is doing well.

AUTUMN/WINTER WALK AND
TALKS.
The following daytime walks have been
organised to help substitute for the usual
indoor winter talks which are currently
unable to take place due to continuing
Covid 19 restrictions. The walks will take
a similar format to previous spring
/summer ones aiming to provide members
with an opportunity for a little gentle
exercise while being informative and a
chance for members to meet up while of
course respecting social distancing
guidance. There are however a few very
important changes that have to be brought
in to ensure Covid 19 regulations are
followed: -

*Thusday November 5th 2pm to 3:30
pm ,
Chris Evans, a knowledgeable and
enthusiastic geologist will lead a walk in
the Amroth area. The walk will take us on
a stroll along Amroth beach to the west
side and will include interesting facts on
The Amroth Coal Seams, the rocks of the
western cliffs, it's fossils and faults and the
evidence associated with The Colby Estate.
Please meet at the roadside car park
opposite The Temple Bar and The
Smugglers Pubs/Restaurants at 2pm.
Booking for this walk opens on Tuesday
October 25th.

* A booking system has been put in place.
The number of members who will be able
to attend each walk has been set at 20 and
because of this they will be strictly for
members only. When booking your place
you will need to give your name and a
telephone contact number to enable pre or
post walk contact if necessary. Your place
will be confirmed. Please ensure you
cancel if you subsequently find you are
unable to attend. If you do not receive
confirmation your name will be placed on
a reserve list and should a cancellation
occur you will be contacted. Members who

We are coming into the seasons of more
changeable weather The walks will take
place in inclement weather but the final
decision will be taken when we meet on
the day with guidance from the walk
leaders.
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on the properties and checking that nothing
untoward is going on.
We've been carrying out daily checks on
the livestock to make sure they've all got
enough to eat and drink, and this has given
the rangers a chance to do some surveying
and monitoring to see how wildlife is
responding to the quietness of the
countryside. Overall I think that nature is
just getting on and doing its thing, but
we've got a little more time to notice it and
there's less background noise to drown out
the birdsong. Animals and birds do seem
less skittish and more tolerant of people,
but that's possibly perception rather than
fact.

Marloes Mere
COMMUNICATIONS FROM
JONATHAN HUGHES

By and large the public have been really
cooperative and adhered to the Welsh
Government legislation pretty well. Our
places have been quiet and the vast
majority of people have been
understanding. We are currently working
with our partners such as the National
Park, PCC and NRW to develop a
coordinated, phased and safe approach to
re-opening the NT properties in line with
other considerations. Sadly our holiday
cottages, campsites, group houses, catering
and retail will need to remain closed for
some time yet as we better understand the
evolving guidance. In the meantime we are
being even more frugal than usual.”

In May, Jonathan Hughes, Manager for
Pembrokeshire NT, sent this description of
working life in lockdown. (This featured in
a Mailchimp update.)
"To say it's been a tumultuous month or
two is something of an understatement.
Once the realities of Covid 19 became
more evident, the NT had to change gear in
a very short time frame, from gearing up
for our busiest time of year to closing
down all our places and car parks by mid
April.

As the communications came in about the
“reset” programme, I wrote to Jonathan in
early August:“Just to say, on behalf of PNTA that our
thoughts are with you, as you and your
team address the reset programme.
We very much value what you and your
team achieve and communicate, and we
hope there are not too many casualties in
projects and personnel, in Pembrokeshire.”
He replied
“Your expression of support is very much
appreciated.
It is a bit tough for everyone with some
difficult conversations with great
colleagues.

In Pembrokeshire we have had to furlough
the vast majority of staff, and there are
currently only eight people left in work
including me. Our main work is focused on
undertaking a range of essential tasks from
checking the temperature of refrigerators to
make sure any frozen food doesn't go to
waste to testing the fire alarms and
watering the herbs at Tudor Merchant's
House. We've been keeping a general eye
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Simultaneously we're very busy with pretty
much everything open in some shape or
form.
As you guessed I'm not sure I have the
time to write anything meaningful just at
the moment. We seem to have gone from
stop to 150 mph in about four weeks.”

Please note that you would need to print
out any forms for trips etc.
We are of course, aware that not all
members have access to a computer and
therefore the newsletter will be sent out to
you through the postal service unless you
opt for the digital service.

As Jonathan is giving interim cover to Mid
and S.E.Wales, with managerial staff still
furloughed, it was understandable that he
could not give a more detailed report.

If you would like to receive your
newsletter via e mail please let us know
by e-mailing Sheila Ashton at
robashton95@yahoo.co.uk .

MAY TOUR
You will recall that the May 20 tour to the
Cheshire area was postponed. The booking
with the hotel was moved forward to the
equivalent dates in 2021.
Margret Price, last month, contacted those
who booked for the trip. Whilst about 19
were happy to still go, many were not
prepared to take a risk. With those
numbers the tour does not look viable for
PNTA.
Richards Bros are advertising a few coach
holidays again, with reduced passenger
numbers. Margret is exploring with them,
as to whether they might be willing to take
over our hotel booking for May 2021 and
organise a tour in that area.

NEWSLETTER BY E MAIL.

A wheatear photographed by Richard
Ellis, near the Ridgeway, in April.
It’s a male wheatear of the Greenland
race Oenanthe oenanthe leucorhoa –
they’re larger, longer winged, and peachcoloured in front.

During these uncertain times the
committee has been reviewing how we can
keep in touch with everyone more easily
and more regularly. One way to do this
would be to send out the newsletters by e
mail. This would enable the society not
only to save money on paper and postage
(and of course do our bit to save trees) but
also allow us to contact you at short notice
when we are able to arrange events.
Some of you will already be
receiving Andrew's messages via mailchip
and of course the newsletter is
always published on the website, but an e
mail with the newsletter attached would be
straight to your inbox!
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MAILCHIMP

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE
Your officers and committee members are
as follows (* Officer):
CHAIRMAN*
Andrew Weaver
Tel: 01646 831323

For those not receiving PNTA’s
Mailchimp digital updates, my apologies
that I have not been in contact for quite a
while.
Although there have not been events to
advertise, I have been sending emails out
at roughly monthly intervals, with news
from members, nature notes etc.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
Sheila Ashton
Tel 01437 731525
TREASURER*
Stephen Flather
Tel
SECRETARY*
Annie Weaver
Tel: 01646 831323
NEWSLETTER
Marilyn James
Tel 01437 891205
TALKS

There was a bulletin on Solva Harbour Car
Park, which is now unmanned. Machines
are now collecting the parking fee.
Although not advertised, NT membership
still allows free parking if you leave your
membership card on display, with the
expiry date visible. The windscreen sticker
is not enough.

TRIPS

If you are not receiving these updates, but
would like to, please email me at
andrew.pnta@gmail.com .

WALKS

WEBSITE
The Association has a website at
www.pembsnta.org.uk . It contains
information about the Association, our
Events Programme, the Newsletter and
Association news items. We hope it will
be useful to existing members and
attract new members. Together with
email and MailChimp, it helps us
provide up to date information for
members.

MailChimp

P.R.

Pat Morgan
Tel 07866 242924
Jane Mason
Andrew Weaver
Tel. 01646 831323

Jim and Margret Price have kindly agreed
to stay on committee until we can have our
AGM.

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS
Your membership subscriptions were due
for renewal on Jan 1st 2020. We are
notifying, individually, members whom
our records do not show as having
renewed. Subscription rates are unchanged
at £5 for Individual and £8 for Family
Membership. If you would like to pay by
Standing
Order,
please
ask
the
Membership Secretary for a form.
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