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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Greetings 
 
Despite the marked restrictions in activities 
through these Covid dominated times, 
PNTA is still ticking over. Thanks to local 
outdoor meetings, emails, and newsletters, 
we have kept in touch. 
During 2020, the National Trust locally 
was limited by the need to furlough staff, 
and was busy concentrating on the reset 
programme, reviewing the way they 
worked. As a result, the handing over of 
our donation, promised in Spring 2020, 
was delayed until this summer. This 
donation has enabled the purchase of 
information back packs for Colby, a fire 
basket for Tenby TMH and picnic benches 
for Stackpole Quay. In addition, a 
memorial bench for the Stackpole 
Belvedere is under construction. We have 
also promised Southwood £500 to help 
fund a footpath through to Roch. 
Although money raising events have been 
curtailed, we have still been able to 
contribute further. Your donations enabled 
plantings of bulbs, shrubs and trees, at 
Lodge Park, Stackpole. All those 
secondhand books donated over 18 months 
ago, have been selling well from the 
“Beach Books” trailer, at Stackpole Quay, 
this summer. 
Thank you to those who have continued to 
pay the membership fee, despite the  

 
 
 
 
 
 
limitations to our programme. We still 
have ongoing postage costs with the 
newsletter and website fees, etc. 
Our bank balance reserve allows 
consideration of a further small donation to 
local NT projects, this year. 
 
Pat Morgan has organised a series of well 
attended walks, across the last year, giving 
a welcome chance for meeting fellow 
members. We are very grateful to Pat and 
our walk leaders.  
A couple of local guided tours have been 
held, in place of the usual coach day trips. 
 
It was gratifying to get a plentiful response 
to a recent poll, through Mailchimp, on 
attitudes to resuming indoor meetings. 
Whilst many are understandably cautious, 
the majority of members expressed 
readiness to resume. 
 
I remember at the talk in March 2020 
flagging up concerns that meetings may 
need to be postponed, as Covid first reared 
its head. Little did we realise at that stage, 
what an impact it would have. 
Now, over eighteen months later, we have 
our fingers crossed for a talk at Crundale, 
plus an AGM, lunch and speaker, at 
Wolfscastle, in November. (See details 
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later in this newsletter). Further talks may 
follow. 
We have high hopes that the twice 
postponed tour to Cheshire can take place 
this coming May. 
 
The restrictions imposed by the pandemic 
has been the stimulus for the re awakening 
of an online group linking the many 
National Trust and Supporter Groups, 
across the UK. One of the challenges 
addressed was the concern that many NT 
members, staff and volunteers are not 
aware of the existence and activities of 
groups such as ours. As a result, the 
Autumn NT Magazine includes an article 
about the variety of supporter groups, and 
PNTA are honoured to be featured. Look 
out for faces that you may recognise. 
Fortunately, we are lucky to have strong 
links with NT staff locally and they have 
kindly provided detailed reports in this 
newsletter, to keep us updated. 
 
Jim and Margret Price are stepping down 
from committee, as they plan a move to the 
Bristol area. 
We owe them a very big thank you. They 
have been a steady backbone of the 
Association, since its formation. Jim has 
been a longstanding Vice-Chairman, has 
put the newsletter together and organised 
the summer walks. Margret, amongst other 
roles, has repeatedly acted as treasurer, at 
times to prevent the collapse of the group 
through the lack of a key officer. We will 
miss them both and wish them well. 
 
My thanks to the committee for their 
ongoing activity behind the scenes. We 
would welcome further members help in 
the organisation of events. 
 
My thanks also to you for your ongoing 
interest and support. 
 
Andrew Weaver 
 
 
 
 
 

Remembering. 
Sadly, we have lost some friends over 
recent months. Sheilah Tobin, had moved 
from St Davids to Buckinghamshire, to be 
closer to family, several years ago, but she 
remained a member and joined us for 
tours. She passed away earlier this year. 
Trevor Humphries remained a very active 
member of PNTA, despite heath 
challenges. He died in May. Our 
condolences were sent to Lyn, and we have 
been pleased that she has joined us on 
PNTA events since. She is even trying her 
hand on the committee, offering useful 
insights. Lurline Bowen, another regular 
on tours and events, sadly died in July. We 
have happy memories of times shared with 
them. 
 
 
A MESSAGE FROM JIM & 
MARGRET PRICE. 

 
Jim & Margret presenting a cheque to 
Kate Rees. 
 
I retired from IBM in 1997 after 30 years 
of hard work and having the opportunity to 
see many parts of the world. Margret and I 
decided that we would move to South 
Pembrokeshire, rather than stay in 
Hampshire. Margret’s father had sold us a 
cottage as he retired from Crickmarren 
Farm on the Angle Peninsular in the 1980s. 
We decided to have a more relaxed life, but 
this was not easy for Margret who was 
managing her own business and her roles in 
hospital management. Margret had 
concerns as to whether I could find enough 
to do, and she scanned the Western 
Telegraph for opportunities. In our first 
week here she saw that the National Trust in 
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Pembrokeshire wanted to set up a 
committee that could organise more 
opportunities for local members to see the 
work being done in the various areas of the 
NT in Pembrokeshire. 
A preliminary Committee was formed at the 
Wolfscastle Hotel in April 1998 which 
continued up to our Inaugural Meeting in 
the Pembrokeshire College in April 2001.  
Bart Groves was appointed Chairman, 
supported by stalwarts such as Roland 
Edwards and George Yeomans. Jill Farrow, 
who was working for the NT, was a very 
valuable member of the team. 
Our early Committee meetings were not 
very formal, but Bart allocated positions 
that are still the basis of our Organisation. 
The planned activities for the summer cover 
our short walks, day trips and a Tour. For 
the winter there is a programme of talks. All 
these activities have their own owner. Each 
of these activities are reported in the 
Newsletters which are sent out to members 
in March and September. There is now an 
expectation that there will be formal 
lunches or dinners somewhere in the year so 
we have something else to look forward to. 
My role was to prepare the Newsletters and 
to organise the summer walks.  The 
Newsletters take quite a time to prepare as 
they regularly had last-minute problems 
with the timing of the reports that I 
received. People go on holiday without 
warning or want me to give them some 
extra time if they are having problems. 
You have to negotiate some leniency as 
they are the people who are often working 
into the late hours to get their job done. 
We have never failed to get the Newsletter 
out on time. 
Best wishes, 
Jim 
 
 
REPORT ON SUMMER 2021 
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 
In Search of Birdsong, in Minwear 
Woods, with Richard Ellis. 13th May 
2021. 

Thirteen members of PNTA joined Richard 
Ellis, former Head Warden for 

Pembrokeshire National Trust and wildlife 
enthusiast, for a gentle stroll in Minwear 
Woods. Richard coaxed us to listen out for 
the variety of birdsong. 

Here are Richard’s notes on the findings:-
“We gathered at the picnic site in Minwear 
Wood. Plenty of birdsong greeted us: 
mistle thrush, song thrush, blackbird, robin 
and blackcap were all in good voice where 
we were parked. Chiffchaff and willow 
warbler – similar species told apart by their 
songs – sang in the young coppice 
woodland along the road, the monotonous 
“chiff-chaff” of the former, and the liquid 
cascade of the latter. Great tit, wren, 
woodpigeon and nuthatch sang or called 
from the wood, raven and long-tailed tit 
flew over.  

Wood warbler photo by Andrew Weaver 

We then walked up into the tall beech 
woodland on the south side of the road, 
and after a few hundred yards found the 
bird we were looking for – a wood warbler, 
who put on a fine performance for us near 
the track. This specialist of beech and 
western oak woodland, with not many sites 
in Pembrokeshire, sings and feeds in the 
canopy, the two elements of his song being 
a shivering trill and a ringing “pew pew 
pew”.  

Further along a surprise bonus – two 
spotted flycatchers feeding high up. Not 
everyone saw these, but nice to know they 
were there. Back to the road and into the 
woodland on the north side, and another 
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wood warbler. We walked further west and 
down past the limekiln to the shore, where 
we added to our total with shelduck, a pair 
of Canada geese, buzzard, lesser black-
backed gull and mallard.  

Entrance to the Limekiln, photo  Graham 
Brace 

Back through the wood and up the steps to 
the road, clocking up yet another wood 
warbler and a great spotted woodpecker. 
We saw or heard around 25 species in all.” 

Our grateful thanks to Richard for leading 
the walk and sharing his knowledge and 
enthusiasm. Thanks also to Pat Morgan for 
arranging the event. 

The 300 Million Year Walk, June 17th 
with Chris Evans. 

Twenty PNTA members took real 
advantage of a Covid re-arranged walk 
date in perfect sunny weather to take a 300 
Million Year walk with Chris Evans on 
Amroth's spectacular western beach. 

Chris began by outlining the environments 
of deposition of the Lower and Middle 
Coal Measures and why coal and iron 
patch mining was so important in the area's 
industrial history. Lt Col John Colby began 
its mining in co-operation with Lord 
Milford (Richard Philipps) of Picton Castle 
at the turn of the 19C. and the part played 
by coal in allowing mine owners to build 
such large manor houses across the county 
eg Colby Lodge, was cited.  

We saw through the faults, thrusts and 
folds how the Pembrokeshire Coalfield 
was heavily deformed and compressed by 
plate movements, which made its mining 
more difficult. 
The Upper Carboniferous Coal Measures 
were well exposed on the western side with 
the Kilgetty vein being the important seam 
locally mined at Amroth and Colby.  

 
Kilgetty vein,  photo  Chris Evans 
 

Pembrokeshire anthracite was of good 
quality, in thin seams and that from 
Bonville Court mine was favoured by 
Queen Victoria for use in her Royal Yacht 
and train. The ten Amroth seams in the 
section to Wisemans Bridge were named 
and the importance in coal bed correlation 
of the ankeritic (ironstone) freshwater 
shelly limestone marker bed noted. This 
helped us see the fault movements in the 
shallow anticline upfold observed in the 
cliff.  

 
Limestone Pavement Photo  Chris  Evans 
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The hummocky ground of the lower 
clifftop iron patches were seen, as was the 
faulted overfold. The rounded ironstone 
nodules in the beds on the rocky foreshore 
were given some special mention. 
The 6500 Year old submerged forest was 
seen on the beach, dated by its evidence of 
oak, lime, alder and ash of the Boreal 
period and its remains of stag and wild ox 
and the various Mesolithic flint tools. The 
thin peat and its tree stumps, sitting on the 
Blue clay were noted and the latter's 
summer formation was explained, in the 
pools on interglacial permafrost surfaces. 
Stories of the 3 mile Merrixton tunnel from 
the beach to the former Kilgetty mine, the 
2nd WW DDay exercises on the beach and 
the planting of mines near Amroth Castle 
enriched the talk. 
Chris was warmly thanked for his efforts.  
Pat Morgan 
A tour of the restored walled garden, at 
Picton with Head gardener, Roddy 
Milne. 30th June 2021 
Eleven members of PNTA were taken on a 
guided tour by Roddy Milne, Head 
Gardener at Picton Castle. 
For twenty years there have been plans to 
restore the walled garden. After many 
written applications for funding sources, 
with ever changing criteria, Heritage 
Lottery Fund provided great support. 
The pineapples on the entrance pillars are 
copies of the originals, but the aim overall 
was to avoid the structures appearing 
“new”. 
Ecology has been respected. Creating holes 
in the walls has been rewarded by a pied 
flycatcher nest. In the yard beyond the 
fernery, where wilder areas were being 
reconstructed, reptiles were trapped and 
transferred to similar habitat elsewhere on 
the estate. Lizards need to be caught early 
in the day, before they have warmed up, 
otherwise they move too fast! 
The present walled garden was always 
used for show and prestige. (Fruit and veg 
were grown in another walled garden, that 
is now outside the area controlled by the 

Picton Castle Trust.) The records of the 
plants grown rely heavily on flower 
competition certificates, featuring mainly 
chrysanthemums. 

 
The borders at the centre of the walled garden 
remain little changed. Here astrantia give 
colour. In the distance you may just make out 
one of the pineapples on the entrance pillars. 
Photo  Andrew Weaver 
 
Now visitor numbers to Picton are 
increasing, enabling the appointment of 
more staff to the gardening team. The work 
of 6-8 volunteers on one day a week 
remains invaluable. 
Some beds remain the same, particularly 
the rose borders, where the bushes have 
been carefully chosen for their ability to 
cope with the Pembrokeshire climate. 
Other themed borders have been newly 
planted. The Mediterranean section had a 
five inch layer of sand spread across the 
surface, then dug in, to give excellent 
drainage.  
On the outer side of the southern wall, a 
South African border has been created, 
featuring 30 varieties of agapanthus, in 
addition to red hot pokers et al. 
Herbs have been moved to an area beyond 
northern wall, near the fernery. This zone 
has not yet been opened to visitors, but it 
will be used for education, with teaching 
rooms and information displays.  The 
restored green house has an aluminium 
frame on a brick base, with excellent 
ventilation to avoid excessive temperatures 
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Walled Garden Photo Andrew Weaver 
 
Roddy was thanked for giving such an 
informative tour, and members were then 
free to enjoy lunch at Maria’s and explore 
more of the castle grounds. 
Andrew Weaver 
 
Evening walk and talk Thursday July 
15th at Stackpole, with Haydn Garlick. 
 
We met at Lodge Park Wood car park on a 
beautiful evening. Our walk leader was 
Haydn Garlick, Lead Ranger for Stackpole 
Estate. Haydn started his talk by explaining 
that the Lodge Park Wood was the nearest 
wood to Stackpole Mansion and was 
originally laid out as an Arboretum of 
predominantly Beech, Holm Oak and Scots 
Pine trees within which were several paths 
and seating areas for the family and 
visitors to enjoy. 
From the car park we made our way to the 
main drive of the mansion and stopped at 
The One Arched  Bridge. There was a 
pond on one side, but this was being taken 
over by a large reed bed. The other side 
was completely overgrown. Haydn feels 
that a major regeneration programme is 
needed to reinstate the lake system 
originally designed by John Campbell who 
had also worked for other estates in 
Pembrokeshire e.g. Picton and Slebech. 
Walking further along the drive we came 
to the road. Haydn pointed out that the hill 
straight ahead used to be the main road to 
Pembroke, although  nothing remains of it 
now. The first Deer Park was also in this 
vicinity. 

We crossed the road and walked up what 
was quite a steep track known as the Army 
Path. Walking along members noticed 
several trees with large red painted dots on 
them. Haydn explained these trees have 
Ash Dieback Disease and will need to be 
taken down. A tree is identified as having 
the disease if it has 50% or less foliage. It 
is a fungal disease and Pembrokeshire is 
one of the worst areas for it. 
Approximately 500 trees need to be felled 
on the estate. Evidence of coppicing was 
also seen as we continued on through 
Castle Dock wood . 
Reaching the top of the path we came to 
the Belvedere. The Cawdors had a tower 
built here and used to entertain guests to 
tea and it enable them to show off their 
large estate. The view was spectacular 
looking across to  the sea, Stackpole 
Village and several farms. This is where 
the seat, sponsored by the PNTA to 
celebrate the National Trust's 125 
Anniversary, will be placed. It is being 
made by Anthony Griffiths from Stackpole 
Village. 
Starting our return journey through the 
woods we passed Hill Lodge, previously a 
gate lodge on the main drive, now 
privately owned. A short detour was made 
to the smoke house where fish from the 
estate were smoked . Haydn explained that 
The Cawdors used Stackpole as a shooting 
lodge while their main estate was in 
Scotland, although at one time they were 
also the largest land owners in Wales with 
a motto "Be Mindful".  The mansion was 
requisitioned by the military at the time of 
the second world war. On its return to the 
Campbells, Stackpole Court was in a poor 
state of repair, with lead missing from the 
roof. It was demolished in 1963. The stable 
block remains and has been converted into 
accommodation. 
Continuing our return journey we came 
into Caroline Grove named after John 
Campbell's wife who was Caroline 
Howard and had been brought up at Castle 
Howard.  We saw  a large arch and a grotto 
made from Karstic, weathered limestone 
with an unusual local name of 
“Babaluobie". The last feature we came to 
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was The Hidden Bridge .This acts as an 
over flow bridge for the lake system and if 
people are seen walking along it from The 
One Arched Bridge, where we stopped at 
the start of our walk, it appears they are 
walking on water !! 
We arrived back at the car park where 
members thanked Haydn for a most 
interesting and enjoyable evening and 
wished him and his team well in 
continuing with the huge task they are 
undertaking for The National Trust. 
 
 

 
The Smokehouse, photo Andrew Weaver 
 
 
Guided Tour of the Bishop’s Palace at St 
Davids 13 Sept 2021 
 
Fourteen members of PNTA gathered for 
this guided tour, by Amanda Canby-Lewis, 
lead Custodian for this CADW monument. 
 
She set the scene talking of the birth of St 
David, in the 6th Century, and his 
establishment of a modest monastery in the 
area. In subsequent centuries, much travel 
was by sea. In response to Viking raids in 
the 9th and 10th century, when two 
bishops were killed, areas hidden from the 
sea, gained favour, hence the siting of the 
Cathedral, built by the Normans in 12th 
Century. Some of the Bishop’s Palace 
walls (the west wing) may have been built 
at this time. 
 
It was Bishop Henry De Gower that had 
the vision for a grand Palace adjacent to 
the cathedral, in the 14th century, to 

celebrate the power of the bishop over the 
surrounding lands and people. It was a 
centre for the collection of tythes, 
administration of justice and a focal point 
for the many pilgrims that visited. 
 
Moving on 2 centuries, the Dissolution saw 
Henry VIIth ordering Bishop Barlow to 
strip the palace roof of its lead, for the 
benefit of the monarch’s purse, which led 
to the buildings decline. 
 
1633 was the last recorded formal use of 
the palace. It was stripped of valuable 
items.  
Subsequently the area was used for market 
gardens and animal grazing. In the 18th 
and 19th century it provided housing for 
paupers. In the 1920s it featured a tennis 
court! 
In 1932 the Church passed the Palace to 
HM Commissioner of Works. In 1984 
CADW took responsibility arranging 
repairs and opening the palace to the public 
and using it as a venue for events. 
 
Had the Palace been built with dressed 
stone, much of the structure would have 
been raided and lost, but the rubble stone 
had little value, so there was still much for 
us to see on the tour. 
 
We saw the vaults with its “cracks” in the 
ceiling, marking the stages of construction. 
The Chapel walls had rendering, disguising 
the differing rates of weathering of the 
assorted stonework. Putlog holes, visible in 
wall, were signs of scaffolding support in 
construction. 
The decorated arcaded parapets, similar to 
those seen at Lamphey, with their foreign 
appearance, were symbolic of Bishop de 
Gower’s extensive travels. 
In its grander days the Great Hall boasted 
semi glazed windows, with shutters below 
the glass. 
The Rose or Wheel window has the only 
imported stone (from Bath). It has been 
given a fine render to protect it. 
The “White Lady”ghost is said to haunt the 
Great Hall. 
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Our tour was punctured with talk of bats 
enjoying having the place almost to 
themselves, during lockdown; a barn owl 
trying to set up home, and a mitching 
schoolboy toppling a statue in his search 
for bird eggs. 
 
For those visiting without a guided tour, 
information boards answer the most 
frequently asked questions, and models 
tucked away in the vaults show how the 
Palace would have looked. 
 
Amanda completed the tour describing 
how their understanding of the history is 
ever evolving, as new information comes 
to light. She was thanked for her 
stimulating presentation that held our 
interest throughout. 
 

Lodge Park Wood Update  

I wanted to give you an update on last 
year’s little project of helping our local 
National Trust recreate the past, by 
donating trees shrubs and daffodils to be 
planted the walled area of Lodge Park,   
(in what would have been Stackpole 
Court’s “pleasure gardens”).  All that 
remains of those days are a few elderly 
trees from the original plantings in early 
Victorian times.  Gradually the rangers are 
clearing the brambles and gorse so that 
new plants can regenerate the area.  Our 
contribution will really make a difference. 
Already you can see how well they have 
settled in putting on healthy growth this 
summer.  They have to be tough because 
the rosebay and meadow grasses are 
fighting for victory. Thankfully, with help 
from the rangers and us, our plants have 
the upper hand and as each year passes the 
battle will be smaller 
 A month ago I was touched to receive 
another donation for £100 for more 
daffodils from a previous donor, and 
together with £25 left over from last year 
we shall be planting again this autumn. 
The ranger has asked for wild daffodils 
(and snowdrops) this time which will be 
cheaper and easier to source.  The Tenby 
daffodils sold out quickly nationwide, but 

after finding a few here and there we 
managed to get hold of 500 which a group 
of us planted last November. 
If you do happen to be in the vicinity, do 
go along and see how many strong wooden 
marker stakes you can spot. Their purpose 
is to tell those strimming to take care. 
Spring will be marked by our daffodils. 
Near one access point are a cluster of 
camellias and nearby a beautiful magnolia. 
Scattered about you may spot a Judas tree, 
a spindle, a medlar, a mulberry, a 
strawberry tree, a Turkish hazel and a 
philadelphus mock orange. The rose arch 
was able to accommodate a couple of new 
arrivals too. 
 

 
Rose Arch at Lodge Park. 
photo  Lynn Humphreys 
 
 
Each year they will bring more and more 
pleasure as they grow and bring back the 
spirit of those past times 
Anyone wanting to contribute to the bulb 
fund can still do so as we will be planting 
in November again, as last year. 
 
Annie Weaver 
 
Southwood Estate Report 
The Southwood Estate near Newgale 
comprises five farms, totalling 375 
hectares of land, rolling down to the coast. 
The Estate was left to the Trust in 2003 by 
Mrs Maurer, whose ancestors purchased 
the estate in the mid 1800s. Already the 
National Trust have been working hard to 
restore one of the most complete sets of 
traditional farm buildings in the region and 
to sustainably farm the land. These efforts 
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have brought the farmland to life and 
started to recreate the timeless landscape of 
wooded valleys and floral fields. Now the 
Estate needs to look further into the future 
and engage local communities, farmers, 
businesses and environmental 
organisations at an early stage to decide 
upon its focus for the future. 
 
The Trust decided that such an inspiring 
place needs an innovative look at what 
could be achieved, thinking big and long 
term. Also to stimulate ideas and support 
linked to the National Trust’s wider 
strategy of nature-climate-people working 
towards a net zero target by 2030. The 
Company Dialogue Matters was hence 
commissioned to run a series of workshops 
this summer, using group zoom technology 
to collate and organise ideas to focus the 
Trust’s move to the next stage in 
Southwood’s history. 
 
The two online workshops were introduced 
by Mark Underhill, The National Trust 
Countryside Manager for Pembrokeshire. 
There were approximately 35 participants 
with representatives from all areas of 
interest including National Park youth 
members. Participants broke into groups 
and listed and discussed ideas, which were 
later sorted and collated into themes by 
several online facilitators from Dialogue 
Matters. The first session highlighted the 
peaceful nature, sustainable agricultural 
practices and abundant wildlife that makes 
the estate a joy to visit. However, it also 
showed the importance of retaining this 
natural balance, as well as creating a site 
for local people and visitors to 
Pembrokeshire to enjoy in a sustainable 
way. 
 
The second online session aimed to 
understand what people value about the 
estate and to help foster collaboration for 
people and nature. Key topics were 
different types of land use and 
management (nature reserve, regenerative 
farming, sustainable food production), a 
community hub with traditional crafts, 
local food production, wellbeing in nature, 

activities and events and topics of 
footpaths and cycle routes and community 
links. 
 
The final result was the collation of more 
than 1400 points, ideas and suggestions 
with organisations participating being 
asked to offer what help, support or 
information they might be able to offer to 
progress the project. The National Trust 
Southwood Estate team is due to meet in 
the coming weeks to reflect on the outputs 
and plan actions needed to move this 
forward. 
 
Jane Mason 
 
 
AUTUMN WALKS & TALKS 2021 
Southwood  Walk 
Thursday 7th October. Meet at 
Maidenhall car park for 10am. Grid 
reference SM 85786 20118. 
James Roden, Lead Ranger for North 
Pembrokeshire NT will be our walk leader. 
He sent this message:- 
"I think the group would like to see our 
conservation work and future plans at 
Trefrane and Folkeston farms, which are 
part of the Southwood Estate. We are also 
opening a new permissive footpath across 
the farms at the end of the year, so the 
group would be one of the first to be able 
to walk the route. A bit of an exclusive! 
Best to suggest members of the group 
bring wellies. We will be walking through 
long grass at times and it's likely to be a bit 
damp at that time of year." 
 
Pat Morgan will be taking bookings for 
this Southwood walk from 30th 
September. 
 
When booking your place you will need to 
give your name and a telephone contact 
number to enable pre or post walk contact 
if necessary.  
Email themorganhouse@btinternet.com 
or Phone/text 07866242924 . 
Please note the following guidance. 
 If you have any COVID-19 symptoms you 
must not attend the guided walk, When 
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attending a guided walk you may wish to 
bring your own alcohol based hand 
sanitiser, face covering and basic first aid 
kit. Please always follow the Welsh 
Government's guidelines on physical 
distancing.  
 
You are encouraged not to share food, 
drink or equipment such as walking poles. 
If you develop symptoms of possible 
Covid within 10 days of the walk, please 
let the organiser know, and arrange a 
Covid test. 
 
Talks:  
First meeting is planned for Thursday 
November 4th 2.30pm 
Our Speaker will be Ian Meopham 
National Park Ranger, who will talk 
about ‘Tourism- the benefits and 
challenges it brings” 
Ian is a brilliant speaker and illustrates his 
talks so well, easily conveying his passion 
for his subject. He will be retiring next 
year so we must make the most of him 
while we can! 
After much deliberation and planning we 
are holding a trial meeting in Crundale hall 
A group of us visited recently to assess the 
space again in order to be able to say that 
we are confident that with no more than 40 
people attending, and with adequate 
ventilation, hand gel and mask wearing, 
together with spaced seating any COVID 
concerns will be minimized. 
As you will appreciate, we will not be able 
to serve refreshments, and there will be no 
entry charge this time 
We are hoping to purchase a PA system so 
those at the back of the hall won’t miss out 
If you would like to book your seat, please 
contact me either by email.  
annielweaver@gmail.com or by phone 
07890756063. You can leave a message if 
you get no reply and I will get back to you 
It would be lovely to see you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FUTURE EVENTS 
PNTA November Lunch & AGM 
Hello everyone 
It’s that time of year again when nights 
draw in and we think it’s a long time to 
wait for spring 
 
This year we have been forced to do things 
a bit differently.  We are still hoping to 
have our annual lunch on Thursday 18th 
November but this time just before, at 12 
noon, we are holding a much delayed 
AGM.  We promise that it will be brief and 
to the point. There is no need to feel that if 
you come you have to stay for lunch, but 
of course it would be lovely if you did. 
One good thing about the Wolfscastle 
Country hotel is that it is really airy in the 
dining room. I’m hoping that enough of us 
will go to make it all worth while  
Our speaker will be Mark Underhill, 
Pembrokeshire Countryside Manager for 
the NationalTrust Mark will talk about 
“Land Management in Pembrokeshire”. 
 
If you would like to bring a wrapped raffle 
prize like in last time’s mystery draw that 
would be really good. 
 
Please see the menu (in this newsletter). If 
you would like to come please send me 
your menu choices and cheque to Annie 
Weaver, Larks Rising, Kiln Park, Burton 
SA73 1NY  
 
May 2022 coach trip to Chester area. 
Margret Price, with the help of Lyn 
Humphries, organised a coach tour to the 
Cheshire region for 2019, which sadly had 
to be postponed. Rowton Hall Country 
Hotel, near Chester, has transferred the non 
refundable deposits to May15-19th 2022. 
A coach is booked, with Richards 
Brothers, for those dates. 
I am contacting those who booked before, 
(about 40), to see if they planning to go. I 
know several who are looking forward to 
another convivial tour. 
Would you be interested in joining us? 
We have worked out the approximate cost 
of the trip to around £425, minus the 
deposit for those who have already paid. 
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(Non NT members would need to pay 
admission fees to NT properties.) 
We need a minimum of 25 members to 
make the trip viable. 
The previous plan was to visit Attingham 
and Croft Castle and its parklands on our 
journeys to and fro. Whilst based in 
Cheshire the planned visits were Paradise 
Mill and Silk Museum, the Anderton Boat 
Lift,  plus NT properties Lyme Park, 
Quarry Bank, Dunham Massey, and Tatton 
Park. This will be the intended itinerary, 
but is subject to change.  
Once we know that the trip is financially 
viable, we will be able to be more specific 
in the proposed activities. Thus what we 
need from you all is to know who is 
interested if it were to take place. There is 
no commitment at this stage as deposits are 
not payable until the new year. Final 
payments would be needed by the end of 
February.  
For now, we just need an indication of 
numbers. 
 
When last checked with Richards Bros 
there was no restriction to numbers on the 
coach, provided the seats are all front 
facing and passengers are wearing face 
masks and do not eat or drink on board. 
 
Our single room allocation was fully taken 
up by those who booked for 2019, so they 
will be given priority for 2022. 
Any extra single occupancy is likely to be 
charged at double room rate. 
 
If you are potentially interested in next 
year’s trip, or have further questions, 
please email me at  
 
andrew.pnta@gmail.com 
 
or text to 07816 497922 
 
or write to Andrew Weaver, Larks Rising, 
Kiln Park, Burton, Milford Haven, SA73 
1NY 
 
 
 
 

NATIONAL TRUST NEWS 
National Trust staff have provided reports 
on activities and changes at the local NT 
locations.  It demonstrates the tremendous 
amount of work being done to enable people 
to enjoy them. 
 
Report  From Jonathan Hughes 
(National Trust General Manager for 
Pembrokeshire) 
 

          
 
“The dust is just beginning to settle on 
what has been a quite remarkable summer 
in many ways, and it’s a good time to 
reflect on what has changed, and what 
hasn’t, over the last two years. 

On a very superficial level, one could 
argue that from a property perspective not 
at lot has changed. We’re still privileged to 
look after some of the most beautiful 
places in Wales if not the world, and if 
you’re lucky enough to find yourself in a 
quieter corner of the county you could 
easily convince yourself that the impact of 
the pandemic and the subsequent 
staycation phenomena hadn’t reached these 
parts. 

But on the front line it feels very different. 
We have welcomed more visitors than ever 
before to our places with a smaller team to 
do the meeting and greeting. The new car 
park at Marloes Sands has worked pretty 
well, and along with all our car parks has 
been constantly busy. Stackpole Quay is 
full more often than not by 11.30, and 
Freshwater West has become completely 
grid locked on a number of occasions. We 
have been extremely lucky though, and 
generally speaking people have behaved 
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very well, and the properties themselves 
have stood up to the visitor numbers. The 
Blue Lagoon at Abereiddi has probably 
been the site that felt the most under 
pressure due to the sheer volume of people. 

 It’s worth mentioning that we’re not alone 
in being busy, and we’ve worked very 
closely as a partnership with other 
organisations in the county such as 
Pembrokeshire CC, the National Park, the 
RNLI and other emergency services to do 
our best to ensure that people look after 
Pembrokeshire and each other. There has 
always been a strong sense of partnership 
in the county, but Covid has definitely 
bought the best out of everyone and we’ve 
been very grateful for the support and 
sense of comradery.  

One of the very welcome positives of the 
staycation is that our hospitality based 
operations have done very well. Holiday 
cottages have enjoyed an average 
occupancy rate of well over 90% since 
Easter and this looks set to continue into 
the autumn. The housekeeping team have 
worked their socks off to keep all the 
guests as happy as possible, especially as 
we’ve hosted a lot of people who wouldn’t 
normally stay in an old cottage in 
occasionally wet West Wales. The 
Stackpole Centre has now reopened for 
self-catering groups, and recently hosted a 
wedding for a local family that had 
originally been planned for March last year 
and had been rearranged four times.  

The various catering operations across the 
county, either our own or concessions, 
have all done a roaring trade, and coped 
magnificently with what must have seemed 
a never ending stream of humanity in 
varying moods with differing expectations. 
The new team at the Boathouse have been 
brilliant. The St David’s Shop and 
Information Centre  have had their best 
year ever despite the restrictions on 
customer numbers and have coped 
magnificently. I take my hat off 
particularly to the food and beverage and 
retail teams as they’ve had to endure 
wearing masks for months on end. 

 Tudor Merchant’s House reopened its 
doors in June and has welcomed visitors 
back with open arms; well metaphorically 
anyway. Visitors have had to pre-book, 
and we’ve only been open on Thursday’s 
and Saturdays, but it’s been hugely popular 
with those that have been and the (very) 
small team there have managed to ensure 
that people get the most out of their visit. 
The transition to pay and display car parks 
at Colby seems to have been well received, 
and the gardens have been reclaimed from 
the enforced neglect of Spring 2020. 
Parkrun are pleased to have restarted their 
weekly meets there.  

We’ve gradually begun to welcome 
volunteers back and appreciate their 
patience whilst we adapt to changes in 
restrictions and new ways of working. The 
beaches have never looked cleaner and in 
no small measure this is down to the work 
of a small number of dedicated  

 
Broadhaven South. Photo Jonathan 
Hughes. 
Coastodians who routinely patrol the 
strandline like well-dressed Robinson 
Crusoe’s scavenging for anything useful 
and putting the rest in bin bags. 

This summer there have been two 
archaeological excavations undertaken on 
National Trust coastal promontory Forts 
overlooking St Bride’s Bay that are both 
eroding rapidly; well in geological 
timescales anyway. One was carried out by 
Dyfed Archaeological Trust at Porth yr 
Rhaw having been postponed from last 
year, and was the third in a series of 
excavations there. The other has only just 
been completed on Penpleidiau near 
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Caerfai St David’s and was done under the 
aegis of the Cherish Project looking at the 
impact of climate change on such sites. 
Both digs have thrown up some interesting 
finds, and give an insight into life on the 
edge some 2,000 years ago. 

 
Let the dig begin. Photo Jonathan Hughes 
A considerable amount of work is going on 
it the countryside across the county, but 
Mark Underhill will cover much of this 
elsewhere in the newsletter. 

I hope that you’ve all come through the 
last eighteen months unscathed, and that 
you’ll find the time to visit NT places 
again now that things have quietened down 
a bit. We’re extremely lucky to have such a 
professional, hardworking dedicated team 
who have all rolled up their sleeves over 
the last 18 month and kept the show on the 
road, but this has only been possible thanks 
to the ongoing support of the members 
who have stayed with the NT throughout. 

 

Heather Headland. 

 

I’ve attached a few images to entice you 
out into the countryside including one of 
the rare Autumn Lady’s-Tresses on the 

cliffs at Stackpole which flowered in 
unimaginable numbers this year. 

 

 

 Rare Autumn Lady’s-Tresses 

Jonathan J A Hughes 

General Manager for Pembrokeshire 
 
Report For PNTA From   
Mark Underhill (National Trust 
Countryside Manager for 
Pembrokeshire) 
 
 

             
 
Hello again. I wonder how the last few 
months have been for you all.  It has been a 
very busy time for our teams across 
Pembrokeshire as we try and keep up with 
the amazing number of visitors to our 
wonderful coast and countryside. 
This has been one of the busiest years ever 
for visitors to our beaches around the 
Stackpole Estate.  Our rangers have been 
working with our visitor staff trying to 
keep the car parks open, cars flowing and 
visitors happy.  The weather has been a 
mixed blessing: the lovely Bank Holiday 
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weather was great for the visitors but only 
added to the crowds.   
One of the joys of working for the National 
Trust is that however busy our lives seem 
to get my work often takes me to a quiet 
place where I can be immersed in nature 
(this is of course why I chose a career in 
countryside management).  However, there 
is more to these places than nature and 
tranquillity: they also play an important 
role in National Trust’s response to the 
climate emergency. 
Climate change is one of the Trust's top 
priorities and working at a countryside 
property we are in a unique position to 
play a role in reducing the amount of 
carbon-dioxide in the atmosphere.  
National Trust has set itself a target to 
become a net zero organisation by 2030 
and carbon sequestration through excellent 
land management is an essential part of 
this target. Most of us are familiar with the 
concept that woodlands help to combat 
climate change by removing carbon-
dioxide from the atmosphere and storing it 
in the growing timber (this is carbon 
sequestration). What is less widely known, 
is that every natural habitat sequesters 
carbon; and that (as a “rule of thumb”) the 
more diverse and less disturbed a natural 
habitat is, the more carbon it will 
sequester.  With this in mind, I thought I 
would use this newsletter to tell you about 
some National Trust places I visited this 
summer where the work we are doing 
supports habitats that are rich in nature, 
good for the soul and helping to reduce 
global heating. 
In mid-June I was lucky enough to join our 
Wildlife Advisor (Mike Howe) as he 
surveyed the “sand dune restoration 
project” in the fields at Gupton Farm.  This 
is an area of about 16 hectares (ha) behind 
the car park at Freshwater West that prior 
to its return to the National Trust in 2013, 
had been used to over-winter large 
numbers of cattle, a practice that was 
releasing large amounts of nutrients and 
sediments into the surrounding habitats as 
well as carbon into the atmosphere.  Once 
back in our control we have been gently 
encouraging the natural dune grasslands 

that surround the damaged areas to spread 
into the “restoring areas” through a 
combination of levelling and scrape 
creation, seed harvesting, seed dispersal 
and late summer grazing. The bulk of the 
restoration area is still displaying strong 
signs of previous agricultural 
improvements, with lots of rye grass and 
white clover. But on the thinner soils, 
mostly on the slopes, the dune grassland, 
with typical species (bird’s foot trefoil, 
salad burnet, thyme and kidney vetch) are 
showing really well and pyramidal and 
other orchids providing a stunning display  
 

 
 
Pyramidal orchids in the dune grasslands 
at Gupton. Photo Mark Underhill 
 
 
As I walked through these fields in mid-
summer I was accompanied by a constant 
chorus of skylarks and linnets, whilst small 
blue butterflies fluttered around my feet.  
In the bare areas of sand corn marigold and 
other rare arable plants were growing, a 
clue perhaps as to how best to hold onto 
these rare annual plants as we reduce 
arable cultivations.  
I had a similar experience as I wandered 
through the grassland restoration on our 
Southwood Estate in June. Initial results 
from our monitoring of this “hay-meadow 
restoration” have shown a significant 
increase in species diversity, with the 
number of “positive indicator species” 
(herbs or flowers indicative of high-quality 
meadows) rising from zero to 10 in some 
fields in just three years.  
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Wild flowers in the restored species-rich 
grasslands at Southwood Estate. Photo 
Mark Underhill 
 
 
Whilst it may take many years for these 
grasslands to return to their pre-agricultural 
pomp, they are already doing a fantastic 
job creating wonderfully chaotic, insect-
filled habitats supporting both common 
and rare species.  On a sunny day in 
summer these places fill my heart with joy 
whilst quietly playing their part in 
increasing carbon sequestration across the 
National Trust. 
In another corner of South Pembrokeshire 
(Colby Estate to be more precise) I have 
the privilege of being part of a new project 
with a more “direct” climate connection: 
Mount and Barn Fields.  Mount Barn and 
Fields is 33 hectares of fields, scrub, and 
woodland of varying sizes, interspersed 
with hedgerows which came back to the 
National Trust following the retirement of 
the previous tenant. Over the last few 
months, I have visited the site with many 
colleagues to consider how best to use this 
land to address our key drivers of nature 
recovery, climate emergency and everyone 
welcome.  What has emerged is an 
ambitious plan to a create a rich and varied 
landscape of woodlands, glades, rides, and 
wetlands.  These habitats will be made 
accessible through a simple network of 
mown rides.  Mount and Barn Fields is not 
a completely a blank canvas, it already 
supports some diverse woodlands with 
hazel coppice and a blue-bell understorey, 
thick hedgerows with old crab-apple trees 
as well as some completely wild and 
abandoned areas. But there are also big 

fields with a monoculture of grasses.  Our 
plan is to complement the existing habitats 
whilst joining up the existing woodland 
valleys on the Colby Estate by planting up 
to 25,000 trees of 20 different species. 
Together with new wetlands and a circular 
“woodland ride” to lead visitors through 
the landscape, this project has great 
potential to help us to reach our target of a 
net-zero organisation whilst providing so 
many other nature and well-being 
outcomes. 
Staying with the topic of trees, I wanted to 
let you know about the work the National 
Trust is undertaking in Pembrokeshire in 
response to Ash dieback.  Ash dieback or 
Chalara dieback is a disease of ash trees 
caused by a Chalara fungus.  The fungus 
doesn’t cause much damage to its hosts 
(the Manchurian and Chinese ash) in its 
native range (Central and Southeast Asia). 
However, because our native European ash 
did not evolve alongside the fungus it has 
no natural defence against it, and the 
fungus’ accidental introduction to Europe 
about 30 years ago (through the tree-
nursery trade) has devastated our European 
ash populations.  The fungus causes leaf 
loss, crown dieback and bark lesions in 
affected trees.   Once a tree is infected the 
disease is usually fatal, either directly, or 
indirectly by weakening the tree to the 
point where it succumbs more readily to 
attacks by other pests or pathogens.   
Ash dieback is now seen right across 
Pembrokeshire and affects some ash trees 
on all National Trust sites in the county. 
National Trust has a UK approach to ash 
die back and we do not automatically fell 
affected ash trees.  Wherever it's safe to do 
so, we'll be leaving both standing and 
fallen “deadwood” so that wildlife can 
benefit. However, although felling will 
only take place in places where damaged 
trees pose a risk to public safety, these 
areas coincide with our most visited places 
(public highways, well used paths and car 
parks), and therefore it is likely that you 
will see a large number of ash trees being 
removed this winter at Stackpole and 
Colby Estates and our woodlands at Little 
Milford and Aber Mawr. 
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All felling will require a license that will 
be issued by Natural Resources Wales 
(NRW) and part of the process of applying 
for a license will include a risk assessment 
to ensure that any wildlife is not adversely 
affected. Felling will only take place at a 
time of year that does not affect nesting 
birds, bats or any other wildlife. 
Despite the tragic loss of trees, where we 
can, we will be seizing the opportunity to 
increase the biodiversity in areas hardest 
hit. Where we've removed dying ash trees, 
we'll leave some areas to naturally 
regenerate, in others we'll replant with 
native broadleaves like beech, whitebeam, 
cherry and oak, while in others you'll see 
us adopt a mixture of both types of 
woodland management. Our long-term aim 
is to improve the resilience of the 
woodlands against threats such as climate 
change and disease by increasing species 
diversity alongside improving the natural 
age structure of the woodlands. 
Finally, as the nights draw in, I like to keep 
myself upbeat by looking forward to the 
wildlife highlights that come with the 
change of seasons.  In Pembrokeshire we 
are very lucky to live alongside a coastline 
where a significant proportion of the 
world’s population of Grey Seals breed.  
About half the world’s 300,000 Grey Seal 
breed in Britain, and in West Wales 
(mostly Pembrokeshire) we have about 
5,000 individuals with about 1,400 pups 
born each year.  One of the best places to 
see seal pups this autumn is from the 
National Trust Deer Park on the Marloes 
Peninsula where around 150 pups are born 
between August and November each year.  
So, grab a flask (and some binoculars if 
you have them) and embrace the start of 
winter with spot of seal spotting!  
Thank you for your continued support for 
our work.   
Diolch yn fawr 
Mark Underhill 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TUDOR MERCHANT’S HOUSE  
 
Tudor Merchant’s House opened to 
welcome visitors back on the 24th June 
having been closed since March 2020. The 
house is open on Thursdays and Saturdays 
under a new operating model with 
predominantly pre-booked visits. The 
guided tours last approximately 45 minutes 
and visitor feedback has been very positive 
so far.  By carefully managing our 
numbers we have ensured the safety of our 
visitors and the house team. 
 

 
Melanie welcoming visitors. 
 
 We have welcomed mainly members back 
so far but also quite a few paying visitors 
especially during the school holidays. 
Visitors can now book two weeks ahead 
which is working well.  As we come to the 
end of our season plans are already being 
discussed to open an extra day next 
summer school holidays to meet with the 
demand for bookings which we have 
enjoyed this year. 
 
 
The volunteers have all embraced the new 
House Experience Role and have enjoyed 
being back and sharing their knowledge on 
the house, the Tudor period and stories of 
Tenby. The garden has enabled visitors to 
have a much more informed experience as 
our volunteer (Mair) has been available 
most days to not only work in the garden 
but to engage with visitors at the same 
time. 
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The walled garden 
 
The pretend fire that was kindly donated 
by Pembrokeshire National Trust 
Association has created a lot of interest and 
is currently placed in the Hall Chamber 
fireplace on the middle floor. 
The house has also benefitted from a good 
airing by having all the doors and windows 
open and a lot of visitors are quite 
surprised when I share with them that by  
moving around the house they are adding 
to the air circulation and inadvertently 
assisting with conservation at the same 
time. 
 

 
The new fireplace 
 
The S4C filming where we were featured 
in the Programme “Codi Pac” on Tenby 
(Dinbych y Pysgod) is still available if you 
missed it.  
 
Melanie Knapp 
Collection and House Manager  
 

 
COLBY WOODLAND GARDEN 
Covid 19 brought some significant changes 
to NT Colby. 

The property has moved from a pay for 
entry site to a pay for parking site. This has 
meant the loss of our National Trust retail 
space and a permanent visitor welcome 
presence. The car parks are still manned at 
busy periods, however. The tearoom and 
second hand bookshop remain open and 
thriving. If anyone has any spare books 
they want to get rid of please let us know! 

Generally speaking, the garden has been 
busier than ever, though it has never felt 
too busy, unlike other parts of 
Pembrokeshire! 

Parkrun at Colby has also re-started, in a 
slightly re-organised format to spread 
people away from the pinch points a little 
better.  

We did manage to keep all our gardening 
staff during the post-covid re-structure, 
though the volunteer presence had to be 
drastically reduced to comply with Covid 
restrictions and concerns. Most volunteers 
have returned to work at Colby, though we 
are now doing shifts every other week, so 
that everyone who wants to can still 
volunteer without too many people in any 
one place at once and our staff able to 
manage and monitor them all safely.  

Overall, the garden came though the 
various lockdowns with no irreversible 
impact, most of it was rapidly reclaimed 
from the undergrowth once everyone was 
back to work and the walled garden in 
particular, made a very rapid recovery, 
thanks to the herculean efforts of Christine 
and her volunteers. There are still areas 
that are more overgrown than we would 
like out in the wider woodland garden, but 
plans are in place to steadily reclaim those 
going forward. 

The meadow mowing has gone well this 
year, Areas of lusher growth were hit hard 
and early so that we could spread 
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wildflower seed in the form of green hay 
from the areas that are already much richer 
in wildflowers, which were mown last to 
produce as much ripe seed as possible. 
We’ll also be spreading seed from some of 
the richer North Pembrokeshire wildflower 
meadows by kind courtesy of our 
colleagues up there. Lots of little plugs of 
cowslip and ragged robin went in last 
Autumn too, with plans to introduce more 
this Autumn. The Southern Marsh Orchids 
had a particularly good year, spreading 
right up into the upper meadow and 
appearing in many new places. Getting the 
mowing right is always important, as the 
more grass we can remove, both to open up 
the sward and to reduce the on-going 
fertility, the better the wildflowers will 
seed down in between the grasses.  

As ever Himalayan balsam is taking up a 
lot of our time. It really thrived during the 
lockdowns and we’re currently paying the 
cost of that. We’ll also soon be turning our 
attention to the large trees that fell towards 
the bottom of the meadow just before and 
during lockdown and trying to get to the 
balsam that has sprung up among those 
tangled branches. 

The winter plans include felling of the 
remaining badly diseased Ash trees 
towards the bottom of the meadow and de-
silting as many of the ponds as we can, 
according to the vagaries of the weather. 

All in all Colby came through Covid in 
good heart and has been appreciated by 
more people than ever before. 

  

Steve Whitehead 

Head Gardener 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer of madness 
 

 
 
Rhian Sula Visitor Operations & 
Experiences Manager 
 
Dear All, 
It is with great pleasure for me to say 
‘hello’ and to give you an update on the 
summer season in Pembrokeshire. 
For those of you who don’t know me, I’m 
Rhian Sula the Visitor Operations and 
Experiences Manager for Pembrokeshire 
and I started this role in January 2021 but 
have worked for the National Trust at 
Stackpole for nearly 14 years. My new role 
covers all the visitor operation in 
Pembrokeshire including Tudor Merchants 
House, Colby Woodland Gardens, 
Stackpole Estate and Centre, Freshwater 
West, Marloes, Martins Haven and 
Porthclais. I have spent the majority of the 
year getting to grips with these beautiful 
places and making sure we could safely 
open them to our members and visitors.   
After a very challenging start to the year, 
we successfully managed to recruit a great 
visitor welcome team, who have worked 
exceptionally hard and welcomed a record-
breaking number of visitors to our 
properties this season. Apart from being 
very busy, here are few highlights from 
each property:  
Colby: 
Having changed from a pay for admission 
site to a pay for parking site at the start of 
this year, Colby has become far more 
accessible to our visitors, and it’s been a 
real success so far. This has also enabled 
our welcome team to be more flexible 
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across the site and be able to engage far 
more with our visitors.   
The team were successful in receiving 
some funding from the central National 
Trust to take part in the ‘Summer of Sport’. 
Activities were held every Wednesday 
throughout the summer holidays to 
encourage children and families to be more 
active. This funding has allowed us to 
install a permanent orienteering course 
throughout the Woodland Garden and 
Meadow (10 posts in total) and for us to 
purchase some soft archery kits.  
With the kind donation from the PNTA, 
we have purchased 40 backpacks, which 
over the winter months will turn into 
‘Explorer Backpacks’ that visitors will be 
able to take out into the woodlands for free 
(deposit required). These will contain 
various activities related to trees and 
woodland creatures that will inspire and 
educate the younger generations to take 
care of nature.  
 
Stackpole Estate:  
The Centre was finally able to open its 
doors and allow guests to stay, after being 
closed for 18 months and it’s been a real 
joy to see so many families and groups 
enjoying it over the summer holidays. 
We’ve also had a few weddings and will 
be welcoming some university groups over 
the autumn/winter. We are so pleased to 
see the accommodation finally being used 
and enjoyed and it’s great to feel the place 
buzzing with life again.  
The Stackpole Estate has been 
exceptionally busy, but visitors have 
enjoyed seeing the Wildflower bank at 
Stackpole Quay and getting refreshments 
from the snack shack. Families also 
enjoyed taking part in the ‘summer of 
sport’ on the lawn at the Court site and 
especially loved the soft archery.  
To ease the visitor pressure, we were 
successful in receiving funding from the 
Covid hardship fund, which enable us to 
staff our car park at Freshwater West. This 
is the first time we have been able to do 
this, and it really helped with the traffic 
flow and congestion. The team really 
enjoyed working at Freshwater West and 

feel very sad that the season is coming to 
an end.  
 

 
Wildflower bank photo Rhian Sula 
 
 
 
Tudor Merchant’s House: 
After a lot of planning and hard work, we 
were able to welcome our members and 
visitors to the Tudor Merchant’s House in 
Tenby. It is open every Thursday and 
Saturday and has been fully booked, ever 
since we opened in June. We were also 
very grateful to receive the funds from the 
PNTA, which enabled us to purchase a 
beautiful fire, which has taken pride of 
place in the fireplace on the first floor.  
North Pembrokeshire: 
Our car parks throughout the North of 
Pembrokeshire have been busier than ever, 
with over 20,000 National Trust member 
visits from when we opened at the end of 
March until the end of July (not including 
our paying visitors). Our teams working on 
the ground have done an outstanding job of 
giving excellent customer service in a 
challenging time.  
The Marloes car park and visitor hut was 
completed in March and looks very smart 
indeed. We were not able to use it to its 
full potential this year, but we look 
forward recruiting members from  next 
year and being able to open its doors 
properly.  
So, after a very challenging summer, I am 
eternally grateful to our amazing staff for 
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their continued hard work and effort during 
a very difficult time. Many are now taking 
a well-earned holiday before we start to 
plan and prepare for next season, as that 
will come round very quickly.  
Thank you again for your continued 
support, we really do appreciate it and I 
look forward to sharing in my next update 
the 125th anniversary bench at Stackpole, 
which should be in pride of place by 
October half term.  
 
PNTA WEBSITE 
The Association has a website at 
www.pembsnta.org.uk It contains 
information about the Association, our 
Events Programme, the Newsletter and  
Association news items.  We hope it will be 
useful to existing members and attract new 
members. Together with email and 
MailChimp, it helps us provide up to date 
information for members. 
 
CONTACT BY EMAIL 
We are continuing to increase our use of 
electronic communications.  If you have an 
email address and are not receiving 
messages, such as MailChimp from us, or 
have just started an email account, please 
email our Membership Secretary, Sheila 
Ashton at robashton95@yahoo.co.uk . 
 
MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 
It is not surprising that with such a 
disruptive year, that there are still 
membership fees owing for 2021. If you 
intend to renew your membership and 
haven't yet done so, would you kindly send 
a cheque for £5 (single) or £8 (double) to 
the Membership Secretary - Mrs Sheila 
Ashton, Pondmeadow, Wiston, 
Haverfordwest  SA62 4PR. (01437 
731525), or better still, complete a 
standing order form which is available on 
the PNTA website.  
Subscriptions run from January to January. 
Your effort will be much appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER BY E MAIL. 
In order to keep costs down and to do 
our bit for the environment the next 
newsletter will be sent digitally by 
e mail unless you ask to receive it 
by post. 
A number of members currently receive 
Andrew’s mailchimp on a regular basis 
and this works well to keep everyone up to 
date. 
The newsletter is also published on the 
website. 
We are of course, aware that not all 
members have access to a computer and 
therefore the newsletter will continue to be 
sent out to you through the postal service. 
 
IF YOU STILL WANT TO RECEIVE 
YOUR LETTER BY POST  
please contact  
Membership Secretary - Mrs Sheila 
Ashton, Pondmeadow, Wiston, 
Haverfordwest  SA62 4PR.  
(01437 731525), 
Sheila Ashton at: 
robashton95@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
MAILCHIMP 
Over the last year, the emailed updates 
have proved a valuable way of keeping in 
touch with a large proportion of our 
membership, at a time when we couldn’t 
hold our usual meetings. 
I am very grateful to members who 
provided photos and written pieces. Topics 
ranged from local walks, nature sightings, 
garden projects, book reviews, 
volunteering updates and details of online 
viewing opportunities, as well as news 
from the National Trust. 
These contributions have triggered positive 
feedback. 
If you have been missing out, but would 
like to subscribe, please email me at 
andrew.pnta@gmail.com 
If you have already provided an email 
address but are not seeing Mailchimp, 
please check your junk/spam file. 
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 OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE  
Your officers and committee members are 
as follows (* Officer): 
 
 
CHAIRMAN* Andrew Weaver  
   Tel: 01646 831323 
 
VICE-CHAIRMAN*  
 
 
TREASURER* Stephen Flather 
 
SECRETARY* Annie Weaver 

Tel: 01646 831323 
 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
   Sheila Ashton 
   Tel: 01437 731525 
   
MAILCHIMP Andrew Weaver
    Tel. 01646 831323 
 
NEWSLETTER Marilyn James 
                                    Tel:01437 891205 
 
P.R.                              Jane Mason 
 
WALKS.                     Pat Morgan 
                                    Tel: 07866242924 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FINANCE REPORT FOR THE YEAR 
ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2020 
Financially, 2020 proved to be an unusual 
year for the Association. Because of the 
Covid pandemic most of the activities 
which generate income had to be 
cancelled. The May tour, day trips and 
November lunch, along with the talks in 
the second half of the year, were cancelled. 
This resulted in the Associations income, 
excluding donations, falling from £5,153 in 
2019 to £1,610 in 2020. 
The fall in income led to the Association 
showing a deficit of £1,373 for 2020. 
However, because of the large balance held 
in the Accumulated fund it was decided 
that a donation of £2,500 could be made to 
the National Trust for projects at 
Stackpole, Stackpole Quay, Colby and the 
Tudor Merchant House. Because of the 
difficulties faced by the National Trust, 
they could not draw this money down in 
2020, so in the Balance Sheet it is recorded 
as a creditor. The £2,500 was handed over 
earlier this year. 
As a result of a special appeal, donations 
amounting to £519 were received for the 
purchase of plants for Stackpole. Plants to 
the value of £493 were purchased in 2020, 
the remaining balance of £26 was 
transferred to an earmarked reserve for 
further plants to be purchased in in 2021. 
A summary of the 2020 Annual Statement 
of Accounts, with comparative figures for 
2019 is shown below. An electronic copy 
of the full statement is available on request 
by e mailing 
Sflather21@gmail.com 
and a printed copy will be available to 
view at the AGM 
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PEMBROKESHIRE NATIONAL TRUST ASSOCIATION 

SUMMARISED STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR 2020 
Summarised Income and Expenditure Account 

For the Year Ended 31 December 2020 
2019  2020 

£ £  £ £ 
  INCOME   

(1,787.20)  Membership subscriptions and winter talks (1,428.00)  
(3,391.98)  Tours,  fund raising and donations received (598.99)  

(7.16)  Bank interest (2.81)  

 (5,186..34)   (2,029.80) 
  EXPENDITURE   

3,000.00  Donations made 2.993.00  
425.00  Winter talks 75.00  
432.89  Administration and gifts 334.88  

 3,857.89   3,402.88 
     
 (1,328.45) (surplus)/deficit for year  1,373.08 
 nil To Earmarked Reserve  25.99 
 1,328.45 From Accumulated Fund  (1,399.07) 
 nil   nil 

 
                                            Summarised Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2020 

2019  2020 
£ £  £ £ 

 5,214.88 Cash and Bank  7,985.80 
 1,821.00 Creditors and Payments and Receipts in Advance  (2,323.00) 
 7,035.88   5,662.80 
     

5,707.43  Accumulated Fund at start of year 7,035.88  
1,328.45  To Income and Expenditure Account (1,399.07)  

 7,035.88 Accumulated Fund at end of year  5,636.81 
     

nil  Earmarked Reserve at  start of year nil  
nil  From Income and Expenditure Account 25.99  

 nil Earmarked Reserve at end of year  25.99 
     
 7,035.88   5,662.80 
     

                                                        Summarised Cash Flow Statement 
                                                     For the Year Ended 31 December 2020 

 2019  2020  
 £  £  

 (1328.45) (Surplus)/deficit for the year 1,399.07  
 nil (Increase) in Earmarked Reserves (25.99)  
 2,969.00 (Increase) in Payments an Receipts in Advance (4,144.00)  
 1,640.55  (2,770.92)  

     
 5,214.88 Closing Cash and Bank 7,985.80  
 6,855.43 Less: Opening Cash and Bank 5,214.88  
 (1,640.55) Movement in Cash and Bank 2,770.92  
     

 
Notes and accounts prepared by Steven Flather FCCA. Treasurer. 
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                                            PNTA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
The Pembrokeshire National Trust Association will hold its AGM at Wolfscastle Country Hotel on 
Thursday November18th 2021 commencing at noon. 
 
AGENDA 
1. Apologies for absence 
2. Chairman!s report 

3. Treasurer!s report and approval of accounts 
4. Appointment of an independent auditor 
5. Approval of annual subscriptions to apply to the next AGM 
6. Election of officers and other Committee members for the period to the next AGM 
7. AOB 
Please notify the Chairman well in advance if you wish to raise any matters. 
Following the AGM, for those that wish to stay, there will be a lunch followed by a short presentation by 
Mark Underhill, the NT Countryside Manager for Pembrokeshire who will talk about “Land Management”. 
(See the form to book for the lunch). 
Please Note – The minutes of the 2019 AGM will be available at the meeting. 
 
The members of committee, apart from Jim and Margret Price, are willing to continue in their roles. 
We are looking to recruit extra members to help with organisation, either on or off committee. 
 
 
NOMINATION FORM FOR PNTA COMMITTEE 
Name _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Position sought for election _________________________________________________ (please write 
"General!#if just seeking a General position on the Committee) 
 
Proposer _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Seconder _____________________________________________________________  
 
(Nominees, proposers and seconders have to be members of the PNTA) 
 
Please send your form, by Thursday 11th November to: 
Andrew Weaver, Chairman PNTA, Larks Rising, Kiln Park, 
Burton Ferry SA73 1NY or call him on 01646 831323 if you wish to have further information. 
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                    Booking Form for PNTA  ANNUAL LUNCH on Thursday November 18th 2021 
 

         Wolfscastle Country Hotel  
12:00 AGM (brief)  

Lunch at 13:00 
 
                                                                        MENU 
TO START 
 
A  Carrot, orange and coriander soup 
 
B.Oak smoked  Chicken Caesar salad 
 
C  Confit duck leg, mango salad 
 
MAIN COURSE 
 
 A. Bacon wrapped corn fed chicken breast, stuffed with spinach, tarragon and cream cheese 
 
B. Boeuf bourguignon with red wine and shallots, bacon and mushroom sauce 
 
C. Braised Welsh beef and vegetables, dauphinois potatoes and red wine jus  
 
D. Pembrokeshire potato, celeriac and sweet onion tart 
 
PUDDING 
 
A. Winter berry and toasted almond meringue roulade 
 
B. Banoffee pie with vanilla ice cream 
 
C. Chantilly profiteroles and hot chocolate sauce 
 
Tea/ coffee  
 
£26.00 per head for 3 courses or £22.00 for two courses 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NAME Menu choices 
 
_____________________________________ S ___________ M___________ P__________ 
 
email or tel:_____________________________________ 
 
NAME Menu choices 
 
_____________________________________ S ___________ M___________P__________ 
 
email or tel:_____________________________________ 
 
Please send cheque made payable to PNTA and menu choices to Annie Weaver, Larks 
Rising, Kiln Park, Burton, Milford Haven, SA73 1NY 
Tel 01646 831323 or annielweaver@gmail.com 
 
We are hoping to have a MYSTERY RAFFLE this year, so please, could any donated raffle prize be wrapped?  Thank 
you so much. 
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PEMBROKESHIRE NATIONAL TRUST ASSOCIATION 
CYMDEITHAS PENFRO YR YMDDIRIEDOLAETH GENEDLAETHOL 
www.pembsnta.org.uk MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM 
If you wish to renew and do not have standing order, please fill in and return to: Sheila 
Ashton, Hon. Membership Secretary, PNTA, Pond Meadow, Wiston, SA62 4PR 
I/We wish to renew our membership 
Individual member £5 _______ 
Or Family membership (any number at the same address) £8 _______ 
Name(s)________________________________________ 
________________________________________ 
Address________________________________________ 
________________________________________ 
________________________________________ 
Telephone number (optional)________________________  

e mail address __________________________________ 
e mail address __________________________________ (optional, but it is useful for 
communications) 
Please tick below. You can say yes to as many as you want.  

I am happy to be contacted by post phone  

e mail 
I enclose a cheque for £ _____ made payable to PNTA.  

The contact information that you provide will be used to communicate with you about our 
association activities and relevant information about the National Trust. The information will 
be kept by the membership secretary and shared with limited members of the committee, 
where there is need.  

You are free to withdraw this consent at any time, and can ask for your details to be erased.  

Signed ________________________ Signed _____________________  

Signed ________________________ Signed ___________________ 

 Dated _____________  
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